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Alberta Utilities Commission 
Calgary, Alberta 
  
Alberta Electric System Operator Decision 28605-D01-2024 
Approval of Proposed Amendments Proceeding 28605 
to Section 306.4 of the ISO Rules  Application 28605-A001 

1 Introduction  

1. On November 9, 2023, the Alberta Electric System Operator (AESO)1 applied2 
to the Alberta Utilities Commission requesting approval of proposed amendments to the 
independent system operator (ISO) Rules Section 306.4, Transmission Planned Outage 
Reporting and Coordination, to be effective as of the date of a Commission decision.  

2. For the reasons that follow, the Commission approves the proposed amendments to 
Section 306.4 of the ISO rules as submitted by the AESO. 

3. Upon review of Section 306.4, in response to an external ISO rule change proposal, the 
AESO determined that the current requirements in subsections 4(1) and 4(2) do not adequately 
differentiate between changes and cancellations to a scheduled outage. Thus, in order to provide 
greater certainty regarding the aforementioned sections, and improve overall compliance with 
Section 306.4, the AESO proposed amendments.  

4. Subsections 4(1) and 4(2) of Section 306.4 were revised to state that both changes and 
cancellations to a scheduled outage request must be submitted to the ISO. The AESO also 
proposed to delete subsection 3(5), which requires transmission facility owners to resubmit 
planned outage requests on the Tuesday before each operating week; this is no longer needed due 
to the new Control Room Operations Window Web Interface and the Application Programming 
Interface.  

5. Finally, the AESO submitted that minor administrative amendments were made 
throughout Section 306.4. The AESO submitted that the proposed amended Section 306.4 will 
improve the AESO’s forecasts of planned outages and contribute to the overall reliability and 
safety of the electrical system. 

6. On November 15, 2023, the Commission issued a notice of application and requested the 
submission of statements of intent to participate (SIPs) by November 29, 2023. No SIPs were 
received by the deadline. 

7. The Commission issued information requests to the AESO on December 8, 2023. The 
AESO submitted its responses on December 15, 2023. 

8. On December 18, 2023, the AESO submitted an amendment to its application, noting that 
Decision 28176-D01-20233 had previously approved changes to the wording in Section 306.4 

 
1  The ISO is established under Section 7(1) of the Electric Utilities Act, and operates under the trade name 

AESO. For the purposes of this decision, AESO and ISO are used interchangeably. 
2  Application 28605-A001. 
3  Decision 28176-D01-2023: Alberta Electric System Operator, Approval of Proposed Energy Storage 

Amendments to the ISO Rules, Proceeding 28176, Application 28176-A001, June 13, 2023. 
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with an effective date of April 1, 2024. These changes were not included in the version of 
Section 306.4 originally filed with Application 28605-A001 on November 9, 2023. 

9. All changes to the ISO rules section can be seen in the blackline version of the proposed 
amended Section 306.4, attached to this decision as Appendix A. 

10. The Commission considers that the record of this proceeding closed on 
December 18, 2023. 

11. The Commission reviewed the entire record for this proceeding in coming to this 
decision; lack of reference to a matter addressed in evidence or argument does not mean that it 
was not considered. 

2 Legislative and regulatory framework 

12. Under Section 20.2(1) of the Electric Utilities Act, the AESO must apply to the 
Commission for approval of a proposed ISO rule.  

13. After considering an ISO rule, in accordance with Section 20.21(1) of the 
Electric Utilities Act, the Commission may, by order, approve the ISO rule, direct the AESO 
to revise the ISO rule or refuse to approve the ISO rule. 

14. In accordance with Section 20.21(2) of the Electric Utilities Act, the Commission may 
approve an ISO rule filed under Section 20.2 only if the Commission is satisfied: 

(a) that the ISO rule  

(i) is not technically deficient,  

(ii) supports the fair, efficient and openly competitive operation of the market to 
which it relates, and  

(iii) is in the public interest,  

[…] 

and 

(c)  that the Independent System Operator, in developing the rule, complied with the 
Commission rules made under section 20.9. 

15. Section 20.9 of the Electric Utilities Act, requires the Commission to make rules 
requiring the AESO to consult with parties in the development of ISO rules and permits 
the Commission to develop rules governing the AESO’s process in the development of those 
ISO rules. Rule 017: Procedures and Process for Development of ISO Rules and Filing of ISO 
Rules with the Alberta Utilities Commission, is the Commission rule which was created in 
response to Section 20.9 of the Electric Utilities Act.  
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3 Issues 

3.1 Do the rule amendments meet the criteria set out in the Electric Utilities Act 

16. When deciding whether to approve the amendments proposed by the AESO the 
Commission must consider whether (i) the AESO adequately consulted on the proposed 
amendments, and (ii) if the amendments meet the following factors which are set out in 
Section 20.21 of the Electric Utilities Act: 

(a) The ISO rule is not technically deficient (Section 20.21(2)(a)(i) of the 
Electric Utilities Act). 

(b) The ISO rule supports the fair, efficient and openly competitive operation of the market 
to which it relates (Section 20.21(2)(a)(ii) of the Electric Utilities Act). 

(c) The ISO rule is in the public interest (Section 20.21(2)(a)(iii) of the 
Electric Utilities Act). 

3.2 The AESO adequately consulted with stakeholders 

17. Sections 4 and 5 of Rule 017 require the AESO to post notice of proposed rules, receive 
comments from stakeholders and provide written responses to stakeholder comments, all of 
which must be posted on its website. Beginning in June 2023, the AESO, in several rounds, 
issued a letter of notice to stakeholders and received comments from stakeholders. The 
full details of the consultation process are available on the record for this proceeding. 
Suncor Energy Inc. submitted the original proposal to amend Section 306.44 and only 
AltaLink Management Ltd. and ATCO Electric Ltd. expressed interest in participating in the 
stakeholder consultation process.  

18. The Commission finds that, in proposing amendments to Section 306.4, the AESO has 
complied with Rule 017. 

3.3 The ISO rule meets the requirements of Section 20.21 of the Electric Utilities Act 

19. The AESO submitted that the proposed amendments to Section 306.4 are not technically 
deficient because they remove a requirement (of resubmitting planned outages) that is now 
obsolete due to the new Control Room Operations Window web interface and the Application 
Programming Interface. 

20. The AESO confirmed that “system elements” should be bolded, as it is a defined term in 
the Consolidated Authoritative Document Glossary (CADG), and also indicated that the word 
“outage,” as used in subsections 4(1) and 4(2), is not a defined term in the CADG and should 
not be bolded. The AESO incorporated these changes in the amendments it submitted on 
December 18, 2023. 

21. The AESO explained that the proposed amendments to Section 306.4 support the fair, 
efficient and openly competitive operation of the Alberta electricity market by improving clarity 

 
4  As conveyed by the AESO in Exhibit 28605-X0003.01, Application for Proposed Amended Section 306.4, 

PDF page 3, paragraph 5. The rule change proposal by Suncor was made under Section 20.81 of the 
Electric Utilities Act, and submitted to the AESO. 
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throughout Section 306.4, leading to greater compliance from all market participants, who will 
therefore be able to provide more accurate information to the AESO. 

22. The AESO submitted that the proposed amendments to Section 306.4 are in the public 
interest because, in requiring that market participants submit changes as well as cancellations in 
a scheduled outage request, the clarity of the required information under subsection 4(2) is 
improved.   

23. The AESO held that the greater clarity will support compliance with subsection 4 of 
Section 306.4, which will support the AESO’s forecasts of planned outages and contribute to the 
reliability and safety of the electrical system. 

24. The Commission is satisfied that the amendments proposed to Section 306.4 effectively 
update and clarify Section 306.4, and will improve the safety and reliability of the Alberta 
electric system. In the Commission’s view, the proposed amendments support a fair, efficient 
and openly competitive market because they apply equally to all market participants and 
reduce inefficiencies caused by an obsolete requirement and a lack of clarity. Accordingly, 
the Commission concludes that the requirements of Section 20.21(2)(a)(i)-(iii) of the 
Electric Utilities Act have been satisfied and that approval of the proposed amendments are 
in the public interest.  

3.4 Conclusion 

25. The Commission is satisfied, based on the AESO’s submissions and the Commission’s 
review, that the proposed amendments to Section 306.4 are not technically deficient, support the 
fair, efficient and openly competitive operation of the market to which they relate, and are in the 
public interest. 

4 Order 

26. The Commission finds that, in proposing revisions to ISO Rules Section 306.4, 
Transmission Planned Outage Reporting and Coordination, the AESO has complied with 
Section 20.21 of the Electric Utilities Act and Rule 017. 

27. Accordingly, pursuant to Section 20.21(1)(a) of the Electric Utilities Act, the 
Commission, by order, approves Section 306.4 of the ISO Rules, to be effective April 1, 2024. 

Dated on January 16, 2024. 

Alberta Utilities Commission 

(original signed by) 

Vincent Kostesky 
Acting Commission Member 
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Appendix A – Amended Section 306.4 of the ISO Rules 

Amended Section 
306.4  
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_MPSSǸ�QaUPON�&'-./1#?&.'�?.�?@(�\]̂ �&'�?@(�-./1�?@(�\]̂ �*A($&-&(*C�&'$"+,&':�?@(�-."".c&':2�

=#>� ?@(�UTPSVWXVVXQS�YPZXMXU[�<(&':�?#%('�.+?�.-�*(/F&$(�&'$"+,&':�V[VUNW�NMNWNSUV�?@#?�c&""�<(�
#--($?(,G�

=<>� ,#?(*�#',�?&1(*C�&',&$#?&':�?@(�*?#/?�.-�*c&?$@&':�?.�&*."#?(�#�-#$&"&?B�#',�?@(�(',�.-�*c&?$@&':�
?.�/(?+/'�?@(�-#$&"&?B�?.�*(/F&$(G�

=$>� '#?+/(�.-�c./%�#',�#'B�/("#?(,�V[VUNW�NMNWNSUV�?@#?�c&""�<(�#--($?(,G�

=,>� ,(?#&"*�.-�?@(�ZQSUXSONSZ[�#**(**1('?�#',�#'B�1&?&:#?&.'�A"#'*G�

=(>� $.'-&/1#?&.'�.-�$../,&'#?&.'�c&?@�#""�#--($?(,�MNOPM�QRSNTVG�

=->� &*."#?&.'�A.&'?*�('(/:&q(,�#?�:/(#?(/�?@#'�3r�%DG�#',�

=:>� ?&1(�?.�/(*?./(�?@(�UTPSVWXVVXQS�YPZXMXU[�&'�#'�(1(/:('$BH�



��������	�

��
�������	
������������
�����������
���	�
����	����������
���	�������	
�������	�
���
��������������	��		����
���������
����
�����
�������� �������
�����
�
�

!"#$%"&'(�)**+(,�-./�0.11&**&.'2�3435673678� 9#:(�5�.-�;� 9+<"&$�
�

�

=>?�@AABAACBDEA�

FGHI�JK(�=>?�1+*LM�'.�"#L(/�LK#'�LK(�*L#/L�.-�LK(�NOBPQERDS�TBBU�&'�VK&$K�LK(�OWQDDBX�NYEQSB�&*�L.�
.$$+/M�#**(**2�

Z#[� &'�LK(�$#*(�.-�#�*&:'&-&$#'L�OWQDDBX�NYEQSB2�

Z&[� #�OWQDDBX�NYEQSB�/(\+(*L�*+<1&LL(,�]/&./�L.�̂4�XQ_A�<(-./(�LK(�*L#/L�.-�LK(�NOBPQERDS�
TBBU�&'�VK&$K�LK(�OWQDDBX�NYEQSB�&*�L.�.$$+/̀�#',�

Z&&[� #�$K#':(�L.�#�OWQDDBX�NYEQSB�/(\+(*LM�]/(a&.+*"b�*+<1&LL(,�]+/*+#'L�L.�*+<*($L&.'�
cZ7[Z#[Z&[M�LK#L�&*�*+<1&LL(,�]/&./�L.�54�XQ_A�<(-./(�LK(�*L#/L�.-�LK(�NOBPQERDS�TBBU�&'�
VK&$K�LK(�$K#':(�&*�L.�.$$+/̀�#',�

Z<[� &'�LK(�$#*(�.-�#�'.'6*&:'&-&$#'L�OWQDDBX�NYEQSBM�#�OWQDDBX�NYEQSB�/(\+(*LM�#',�#'b�$K#':(�
L.�*+$K�/(\+(*LM�LK#L�&*�*+<1&LL(,�]/&./�L.�73244�'..'�.'�J+(*,#b�&'�LK(�V((%�<(-./(�LK(�
NOBPQERDS�TBBU�&'�VK&$K�LK(�OWQDDBX�NYEQSB�./�LK(�$K#':(M�#*�#]]"&$#<"(M�&*�L.�.$$+/d�

GeI� JK(�=>?�1#b�#**(**�#�$K#':(�L.�#�OWQDDBX�NYEQSB�/(\+(*L�LK#L�&*�*+<1&LL(,�&'�#$$./,#'$(�V&LK�
*+<*($L&.'�;M�<+L�LK#L�&*�*+<1&LL(,�"#L(/�LK#'�LK(�L&1("&'(*�*]($&-&(,�&'�*+<*($L&.'�cZ7[d�

GfI� JK(�=>?�1+*LM�&-�&L�#**(**(*�#�OWQDDBX�NYEQSB�/(\+(*L�./�#'b�$K#':(�L.�*+$K�/(\+(*LM�,.�*.�<b�
L#%&':�&'L.�#$$.+'L2�

Z#[� LK(�PBWRQgRWRE_�.-�LK(�RDEBPhNDDBhEBX�BWBhEPRh�A_AEBC�̀

Z<[� ].L('L&#"�&1]#$L*�L.�CQPUBE�OQPERhROQDEÀ�
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*+<1&??(,�_MPSSǸ�QaUPON�*$@(,+"(,�.+?#:(�/(b+(*?C�&'$"+,&':�$#'$(""#?&.'*C�#*�*..'�#*�A.**&<"(C�#',�
'.�"#?(/�?@#'�74244�#1�.'�?@(�kaVXSNVV�̀P[�<(-./(�?@(�-&/*?�̀P[�&1A#$?(,�<B�?@(�&'?(',(,�$@#':(�./�
$#'$(""#?&.'�?.�?@(�A/(F&.+*"B�*+<1&??(,�_MPSSǸ�QaUPON�*$@(,+"(,�.+?#:(�/(b+(*?H�
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