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Alberta Utilities Commission 

Calgary, Alberta 

 

Strathcona County 

Amended and Restated Water Supply Agreement with  Decision 28436-D01-2023 

Highway 14 Regional Water Services Commission Proceeding 28436 

1 Decision summary  

1. In this decision, the Alberta Utilities Commission approves the Amended and Restated 

Water Supply Agreement between Strathcona County (Strathcona) and the Highway 14 Regional 

Water Services Commission (Water Services Commission). 

2 Background 

2. Strathcona filed an application with the Commission on August 30, 2023, requesting 

approval of its Amended and Restated Water Supply Agreement between itself and Highway 14 

Regional Water Services Commission pursuant to Section 30(1) of the Municipal government 

Act.  

3. The Water Supply Agreement was implemented on January 1, 2012, (2012 Water Supply 

Agreement), and approved by the Commission in Decision 2012-183.1 The 2012 Water Supply 

Agreement is set to expire on January 1, 2037.  

4. Strathcona entered into a Water Supply Agreement with EPCOR Water Services Inc. on 

May 12, 2018, where Strathcona receives potable water under that agreement. 

5. Strathcona desired to sell water to the Water Services Commission under terms that 

aligned with its EPCOR Water Supply Agreement, and the Water Services Commission wished 

to continue to purchase water from Strathcona. Accordingly, Strathcona and the Water Services 

Commission agreed to amend and restate the 2012 Water Supply Agreement to align with the 

terms and conditions of the aforementioned EPCOR Water Supply Agreement. Strathcona filed 

council and commission meeting minutes as background information to the application. 

6. The Amended and Restated Water Supply Agreement, attached as Appendix 1, provides 

that Strathcona will sell and deliver water to the Water Services Commission. The proposed term 

of the agreement remains 25 years, from the original effective date of January 1, 2012. The 

amended and restated terms and conditions are effective April 18, 2023, and the expiration date 

is unchanged. 

7. In the application, Strathcona stated that: 

 
1  Decision 2012-183: Strathcona County, Long-term Water Supply Agreement with the Highway 14 Regional 

Water Services Commission, Proceeding 1832, July 4, 2012. 
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(i) The supply of potable water committed to under the Amended and Restated Water

Supply Agreement is necessary and proper for the public convenience and properly

conserves the public interest.

(ii) The provisions of potable water to the Water Services Commission under the

provisions of the Amended and Restated Water Supply Agreement is reasonable and

for the benefit of the residents of Strathcona by recovering the full cost of service and

benefits the customers of the Water Services Commission by providing for cost-

effective and secure source of potable water.

(iii) Strathcona discussed the Amended and Restated Water Supply Agreement with

Strathcona County Council and Strathcona County Council understands the reasons for

the same and is in agreement with them.

(iv) The Water Services Commission board of directors discussed the Amended and

Restated Water Supply Agreement and the Water Services Commission board of

directors understands the reasons for the same and is in agreement with them.2

8. The Commission issued notice of the application on August 31, 2023, and published a 
copy of the notice in the Sherwood Park News on September 14, 2023. Interested parties were to 
register their concerns by September 22, 2023. As no submissions were received, the 
Commission reviewed and considered this application without further process.

9. Based on the review of the Amended and Restated Water Supply Agreement, the 
Commission is satisfied that the supply agreement between Strathcona and the Water Services 
Commission, as it relates to the supply of potable water, is necessary and proper for public 
convenience and properly serves the public interest.

10. However, the Commission observes that the asset transfer outlined in Section 5 of the 
Amended and Restated Water Supply Agreement, and all other provisions relating to the asset 
transfer, do not require Commission approval under Section 30(1) of the Municipal Government 
Act.

11. On that basis and noting the absence of any objections to the application, the Commission 
hereby approves the Amended and Restated Water Supply Agreement, effective April 18, 2023.

3 Order 

12. It is hereby ordered that:

(1) Pursuant to Section 30(1) of the Municipal Government Act, the Commission

hereby approves the Amended and Restated Water Supply Agreement, as filed.

2 Exhibit 28436-X0001, Application Letter to AUC from Strathcona County, PDF pages 1-2. 
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Dated on October 3, 2023. 

 

Alberta Utilities Commission 

 

 

(original signed by) 

 

 

Chris Arnot 

Director, Retail Energy and Water 

On behalf of the Alberta Utilities Commission 
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Appendix 1 – Amended and Restated Water Supply Agreement  

(return to text) 

Appendix 1 - 

Amended and Restated Water Supply Agreement
 

(consists of 49 pages) 
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