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Alberta Utilities Commission 

Calgary, Alberta 

 

Strathcona County 

Water Supply Agreement with Capital Region  Decision 28422-D01-2023 

Northeast Water Services Commission Proceeding 28422 

1 Decision summary 

1. In this decision, the Alberta Utilities Commission approves a Water Supply Agreement 

between Strathcona County and Capital Region Northeast Water Services Commission 

(CRNWSC) for a term of 20 years beginning April 26, 2023, pursuant to Section 30(1) of the 

Municipal Government Act. 

2 Background 

2. The Commission received an application, from Strathcona County, on August 25, 2023, 

requesting approval of a water supply agreement with CRNWSC.  

3. The Commission issued notice of Strathcona County’s application on August 28, 2023. 

The notice of application was also published in Sherwood Park News on September 7, 2023. 

Interested parties were to register their concerns by September 14, 2023. As no submissions were 

received, the Commission has reviewed and considered this application without further process. 

4. Between January and April 2023, Strathcona County Council and the CRNWSC board of 

directors authorized Strathcona County and CRNWSC to enter into a potable water supply 

agreement with each other. Strathcona County filed council and board meeting minutes1 as 

background information for the application. 

5. The proposed Water Supply Agreement provides that Strathcona County will supply 

water to CRNWSC, and that a portion of the waterline owned by CRNWSC is to be transferred 

to Strathcona County under the terms and conditions set out in the agreement. As part of the 

agreement, CRNWSC is prepared to occasionally supply water to Strathcona County for 

emergency or maintenance services. 

6. In the application, Strathcona County declared that: 

(a) The supply of potable water committed to under the Water Supply Agreement is 

necessary and proper for the public convenience and properly conserves the public 

interest. 

(b) The provisions of potable water to CRNWSC under the provisions of the Water Supply 

Agreement is reasonable and for the benefit of the residents of municipality by 

 
1  Exhibit 28422-X0003, Strathcona County Council Meeting Minutes; and Exhibit 28422-X0004, CRNWSC 

Board Meeting Minutes. 
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recovering the full cost of service and benefits the customers of CRNWSC by providing 

for cost-effective and secure source of potable water. 

(c) The municipality discussed the Water Supply Agreement with Strathcona County 

Council, and Strathcona County Council understands the reasons for the same and is in 

agreement with them. 

(d) CRNWSC board of directors discussed the Water Supply Agreement, and CRNWSC 

board of directors understands the reasons for the same and is in agreement with them.2 

7. In its arrangement to supply water to CRNWSC, Strathcona County will provide potable 

water to CRNWC consistent with the terms and conditions of the current Water Supply 

Agreement between Strathcona County and EPCOR Water Services Inc. and the proposed Water 

Supply Agreement in the current application, effective April 26, 2023, for a term of 20 years. 

8. Section 30(1) of the Municipal Government Act states: 

If a council proposes to make an agreement to supply water, steam or fuel to a 

public utility for a period that, with rights of renewal, could exceed 5 years, the 

agreement must be approved by the Alberta Utilities Commission before it is 

made. 

9. Based on the review of the Water Supply Agreement, the Commission is satisfied that the 

service agreement between Strathcona County and CRNWSC, as it relates to the supply of 

potable water, is necessary and proper for public convenience and properly serves the public 

interest. However, the asset transfer of the waterline, referred to in the agreement as the 

“Southside Supply Line,”3 does not require Commission approval under Section 30(1) of the 

Municipal Government Act.  

10. On that basis and noting the absence of any objection to the application pursuant to 

Section 30(1) of the Municipal Government Act, the Commission hereby approves the potable 

water supply agreement, as attached to this decision as Appendix 2. 

3 Order 

11. It is hereby ordered that:  

(1) Pursuant to Section 30(1) of the Municipal Government Act, the Commission 

hereby approves the potable water supply agreement, as filed. 

 

 
2  Exhibit 28422-X0001, Application Letter to AUC from Strathcona County, PDF pages 1-2. 
3  Exhibit 28422-X0002, Water Supply Agreement, page 1. 
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Dated on September 28, 2023. 

 

Alberta Utilities Commission 

 

 

(original signed by) 

 

 

Chris Arnot 

Director, Retail Energy and Water 

On behalf of the Alberta Utilities Commission 
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Appendix 1 – Proceeding participants 

Name of organization (abbreviation) 
Company name of counsel or representative 

 
Strathcona County 

 

 

 
 
Alberta Utilities Commission 
 
Delegated authority 
 C. Arnot, Director, Retail Energy and Water 
 
Commission staff 

E. Chu 
J. Schimke 
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Appendix 2 – Water Supply Agreement  

(return to text) 

 

Appendix 2 - Water 

Supply Agreement  
(consists of 25 pages) 
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